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m January, 1802, in the mmc of Muhartja Anund Row,
deputed Meer Kumal-ood-dccn Khan, and two vukeels, to
Mr Duncan, who formally delivered a deed of relinqmshment
of the Chourasee pergunnah and the Suiat chouth, in fulfil-
ment of the late Gowind Row's incomplete engagement   The
British governor weighed, for a considerable period, the preten-
sions of both parties, but eventually determined on lending his
assistance to the ministers who wielded power in the name of
Anund Row    Several reasons concurred to induce Mr Duncan
to adopt that course    There appeared to him to be, on the
whole, no more reason for relying on the veracity of Mulhar
Row's representatives than on that of their opponents, who
were, moreover, in possession of the whole country, with the
exception of the districts which the Jagheerdar of Kuree had
overrun, in the vicinity of his own territory    The ostensible
and perhaps real sanction of Anund Row Muharaja, the un-
doubted head of the Guikowar state, was given to the proposals
of the ministers ,  and these officials called upon the British
government in the most formal manner to comply with the
terms of the treaty of Salbhye, by interfering to prevent the
dismemberment of the Guikowar state    Mulhar Row was, as
the governor was informed, endeavouring to intioduce a foreign
force from Smdh, the presence of which might have completely
neutralized the influence of the British m Goozerat, and Mr
Duncan was further apprehensive that the ministerial party,
should their demand for British assistance meet with an un-
favorable reply, might throw themselves into the hands of
Smdia   A detachment was therefoie formed for the purpose
of giving weight to the British arbitration, and of maintaining
the integrity of the Guikowar dominions    It consisted even-
tually of about two thousand men, four hundred of whom were
Europeans, and the command was conferred upon Major
Alexander Walker,—a name afterwards deservedly famous in
th6 annals of Goozerat    This officer it was, however deter-
mined should, as soon as possible, quit the military character
to assume the position of British resident at Baroda, a provision
which Mr Duncan (whose hope it still was to bring matters to
a settlement without employing force) considered, would render
him the more disinclined to urge matters to extremity,

